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"U.S. victims and claimants may also sue states and state
agents implicated in acts of terrorism under the Foreign

Sovereign Immunity Act (FSIA), so long as the state itself

has been specifically designated as a "sponsor of

terrorism"” by the Department of State or where the

circumstances otherwise satisfy one of the codified

exceptions to foreign sovereign immunity."

"Largely in response to the 1988 bombing of Pan Am Flight
103 over Lockerbie, Scotland, Congress amended the FSIA
to create an additional exception to immunity for acts of
torture, extrajudicial Kkilling, aircraft sabotage, hostage
taking, or the provision of material support or resources for
such acts as part of the Anti-Terrorism and Effective Death
Penalty Act of 1996 (AEDPA). The exception is only
applicable to states designated by the State Department as

sponsors of terrorism, effectively re-politicizing certain

determinations of foreign sovereign immunity."
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